THE FALL OF FRANCE
A statement made in the house of commons
june 25, 1940
June 21.   Hitler receives French 'plenipotentiaries in Marshal FocFs
railway carriage in the Forest of Compiegne.   He dictates
Us armistice terms.
The Polish Cabinet lands in England.
June 22.    Herr Hitler's armistice terms are accented by Marshal
Petairfs plenipotentiaries.   General He Gaulle in London
raises the standard of Free France.
June 24.    Armistice between France and Italy signed,   Herr Hitler
proclaims " the war in the West is ended"
June 25.    Hostilities in France cease at 12.35 a.m.
[June 2$, 1940.
T
HE House will feel profound sorrow at the fate of the great
French nation and people, to whom we have been joined so
long in war and peace, and whom we have regarded as trustees
with ourselves for the progress of a liberal culture and tolerant
civilisation in Europe. There is no use or advantage in wasting
strength and time upon hard words and reproaches. We hope that
life and power will be given to us to rescue France from the ruin
and bondage into which she has been cast by the might and fury
of the enemy—and by other causes. We hope, however, that the
French Empire, stretching all over the world, and still protected
by sea-power, will continue the struggle at the side of its Allies.
We hope that it may become the seat of a government which will
strive steadfastly for victory, and will organise armies of liberation.
These are matters which Frenchmen alone can decide. We
find it difficult to believe that the interests of France and the
spirit of France will find no other expression than in the melancholy
decisions which have been taken by the Government at Bordeaux.
We shall certainly aid, to the best of our ability and resources, any
movement or any action by Frenchmen outside the power of the
enemy, to work for the defeat of Nazi German barbarism and

